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But decolonial thinking is not 
new..



Badung conference 
(1956)



Decolonize the 
Mind

Ngugi wa Thiong’o, 1981



Colonial 
manifestations

1. Coloniality of power
2. Coloniality of 

knowledge
3. Coloniality of being

Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2014



Coloniality 
of power

asymmetrical 
power 
relationships

Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2014



“At the centre of 
coloniality of power 
are technologies of 
domination, 
exploitation and 
violence known as 
‘colonial matrix of 
power’ that affects 
all dimensions of 
social existence”

Quijano, 2000



Colonial matrix of power



Intersectionality 
wheel

Simpson, 2009



Coloniality of knowledge

the patterns of 
knowledge production, 
and what knowledge is 
seen as a legitimate way 
of understanding the 
world

Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2014



Coloniality 
of 
knowledge

Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2013

“At the core of 
decoloniality is the 
agenda of shifting the 
geography and 
biography of 
knowledge - who 
generates knowledge 
and from where?”



Coloniality 
of being 

The questioning of what it meant 
to be human led to to production 
of the ‘coloniser’ and the 
‘colonised’

How African humanity was 
questioned as well as the 
processes that contributed 
towards objectification of Africans

One of the continuing struggles in 
Africa is still focused on resisting 
objectification

Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2014



Coloniality 
of being

Drawing on scientific 
racism thinking, 
colonialists doubted 
the very humanity of 
colonized people and 
doubted whether they 
had souls. This racist 
thinking informed 
politics of ‘othering’ of 
the colonized people 

Maldonado-Torres 2007 





Why think 
about 
decoloniality 
in research 
and practise? 

Recognise that there is 
absolutely nobody 
who is able to escape 
the class, sexual, 
gender, spiritual, 
linguistic, geographical 
and racial hierarchies 
fashioned by the 
modern world system 

Grosfoguel 2007 



What can 
decoloniality 
offer 
research and 
practise? 

Enables a process of making 
visible the invisible ways that 
power operates 

Helps to identify the 
mechanisms that reproduce 
systems of oppression

Helps us think about research 
methodologies and teaching 
praxis that disrupt these power 
and knowledge asymmetries



3 questions 
to help us 
think 
through a 
decolonial 
framework 
for 
research 
and 
activism

How has the 
history of 
colonisation
shaped society?

How do we 
reproduce this 
history? (knowingly 
or unknowingly)

How do we resist? 
And, how do we 
provide 
alternatives?

Kessi 2017



3 World 
Café’s

Taking stock

Power

From ideas to 
action


